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elongation of the papillae given off from the cyst wall was of the mostdelicate character, while the cyst wall itself was extremely thin and
fluid contents clear. The walls of the large cyst wero extremely thick,
friable and easily broken, and projecting therefrom were villous masses,from the size of the fist downwards, and of an intense red color.
These presented, at base, a slight frame-work of connective tissue,
were arborescent, and covered by epithelium, presenting an appear-
ance, under the microscope, not very unliko the villi of the chorion.This form of villi undoubtedly takes its origin from the epithe-lial lining of the hypertrophied follicle, and in this respect, bears
a close analogy to epithelioma, as seen in other parts of the body.That they are usually of a benign character, i. e., do not return after
removal, is shown by clinical as well as histological evidence. In ex-
ceptional cases, they are probably malignant.
Solid ovarian tumors are occasionally met with which have an origin
similar to the above, i. e., the cyst ruptures, the papillomatous massesincrease, causing an eversión of the sac, tho walls of which form thebase of a proliferatiug tumor, more commonly called cauliflower
cancer.
REMARKS ON THE INVASION OF THE EXTERNAL
AUDITORY MEATUS BY INSECTS, WITH
REPORT OF SEVERAL CASES
By Samuel Theobald, M.D.
Ophthalmic and Aural Surgeon to the Baltimore Charity Eye and Ear Dispensary.
Tun invasion of the external auditory meatus by insects is, comparative-
ly speaking, a rare occurrence. In the healthy condition of the parts,
owing to tho presence of the cerumen, which coats the walls of the
outer third of the canal, and is extremely offensive to their tastes, it
seldom happens that they intentionally pass inwards beyond this
protecting zone ; while tho conformation of the external ear, the small-
ness of the opening itself, and the lateral position of tho organ, ren-der an accidental entrance scarcely more common. When, however,
through disease or filth, the normal condition is changed, it may so
happen that, not only are they no longer repelled by tho secretions ofthe cerumenous glands, but that they may be, according to their habits,
even attracted by the altered character of the contents of the ear.
A striking illustration of this has recently come under my obser-
vation, and seems not unworthy of mention. A lad, nine years of
ago, was brought to my office, in December last, suffering with otor-
rhcea. Both ears were similarly affected ; and the discharge, which
was very offensive, had .commenced some two years before, without
assignable cause. The meatus auditorius being filled with semi-fluid pus,
the syringe was resorted to, in order that tho deeper structures of the
ear might be brought to view, and their condition noted. To my sur-prise, the stream of water not only brought out of tho ear, first
syringed, a considerable quantity of thick pus, but, also, the bodies
of two flies (common house-flies). They were thoroughly macerated
and softened, and presented the appearance of having been for a long
time subject to the action of the fluid by which they were surrounded.
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The other car was next syringed, and if my first discovery had surprised
me, I had certainly occasion to bo astonished when exactly the same con-
dition of things revealed itself in this one. Two more flics, presenting
the same macerated appearance, came out of the second ear, together
with the pus in which they had been embedded.
The patient had an indistinct recollection of a fly having gotteninto his ear during tho previous summer, and it is most probable that
at that time, the ¿lies, whose bodies 1 had discovered, being attracted
by the odor of tho discharge, had entered the auditory canals, and,being unable to extricate themselves, had perished as a punishment
for their greed. The ears not having boon syringed, and the discharge
not being copious, they had remained undisturbed until discovered as
above related. The mother did not think it at all likely that ho would
havo put tho flies into his ears himself, as ho was "not a mischievousboy." Large perforations were discovered in both tympanal mem-
branes, which accounted for the long continued otorrhooa.In writing the account of the above case, 1 am reminded of a some-
what similar one which I have heard Prof. Politzer describe at his
clinic in Vienna. Upon one occasion he syringed from a patient's
ear, together with a quantity of inspissated cerumen, tho bodies of
three different insects ; if I mistake not they were those of a flea, a
louse, and a bed-bug.My grandfather, Prof. N. R. Smith, has, during his extended expe-
rience, met with several remarkable instances of the entrance of
insects into the auditory meatus. In one instance ho encountered a
case very much like that described by Politzer, except that but two
insects instead of three were discovered. He relates also anothe'r,
which occurred in the practice of his father, tho late Prof. NathanSmith, of Yale College, in which a fly having blown in a man's ear,
during sleep, tho maggots, presently coming in contact with the
membrana tympani, created such an uproar, and sensations so unbear-
able, as almost to drive the man frantic before relief could be obtain-
ed. In another case, a honey-bee flew suddenly into the oar of a man
who was quietly walking in his garden. At once the man was throwninto such a stato of frenzy and excitement that ho was unable for
some moments to explain what had happened, and those who beheld
his actions concluded that he had suddenly gone mad.
Sir William Wilde says in his book upon diseases of the ear: "I
remember boing out shooting on a plantation many years ago with afriend, who, suddenly exclaiming, ' Oh ! an earwig,' and throwing
aside his gun, fell on the ground, making the most piteous moans, and
rolling about in convulsive agony." Sir William relates that, having
procured some water from a neighboring ditch, he poured it into the
meatus, and, watching for the result, soon saw " a little animal, wellknown among anglers as the hawthorn fly," creep out, and the gen-tleman was at once relieved.
Some months since, a patient came to consult me, saying that duringthe previous night, while sho was asleep, a bug had crawled into her
ear and had caused her great suffering, which was finally relieved bypouring into the ear laudanum and glycerine. I discovered in the
meatus a cockroach, which had penetrated to the inner extremity of
the canal before the remedies used had succeeded in destroying its life.
After removing it, tho membrane and the walls of the meatus in
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proximity to it were found to be highly congested, but no further
trouble resulted.
The movements of tho wings and feet of insects in contact with thedrum membrane produce most distressing and painful sensations, as
the descriptions of the cases I have mentioned show, and it becomes,
therefore, a matter of the first importance, when living insects have
entered the meatus, to be able, as quickly as possible, to kill them ;
after which they may be removed at leisure, and with greater ease,
either by syringing or by tho forceps if necessary. This may be best
accomplished by pouring into the ear a small quantity of any mild oil,
or of melted lard ; although the most popular remedy for this purpose
is human urine. With this latter remedy I havo had no experience,
but it certainly possesses the advantage of being always available,
and 1 doubt not would bo quite efficacious.
Translation
ON SPRINGING* FINGERS.
By Dn. Aimiuit Menzel, of Triest.
From the Centralblatt far Chirurgie, August 29,1874.
Notha and Nclaton have described a peculiar, partial stiffness of the
finger which, though in other respects normal, resists for some time
all efforts to flex it, and then suddenly shuts up, like a pocket knife, with
a painful snap. Extension occurs in the same way. Nclaton thought hehad discovered, in the flexor tendon, a small, round, movable body,
which he considered the causo of the trouble. He holds that, as soon
as the finger begins to bend, this body meets with resistance
from the fibrous bands which strengthen the 6heath of the tendon,
but that on continuance of the effort it squeezes itself under these
bands and springs out on tho other side of them, W. Busch, how-
ever, has examined two cases without discovering anything unusual,
cither in the joint or in the sheath of the tendon.
I shall allow myself to add to the few cases that havo been observed
a new one, which, partly by itself and partly by the experiments it in-
duced me to undertake, may lead to the explanation of this remarka-
ble phenomenon. Mario Froman, embroiderer, aged 42, of Triest,
suffered, during the past winter, from rheumatic pains in the lower ex-
tremities. Two months ago (May 10, 1874), while at work, she sud-
denly felt so sharp a pain in the region of the metacarpo-phalangealjoint of tho right thumb that she cried out. Sho thought that she had
run a needle or a thorn into the flesh, but, after a careful examination,
entirely dimissed the idea. From that time, the pain never entirely left
her, by day or night. After a fortnight, she first noticed the springing
of the thumb, and, at times, was unable to bend it.
When I examined the patient (July 16th), I found the following con-
dition : resistance is felt when the last phalanx of the thumb is bent
to an angle of 150° ; if the flexion is continued with a moderately in-
creased force, the last phalanx suddenly flies, with a slight snap, to an
* This adjective hardly corresponds to " schnellend " iu the original, but the meaning is
shown in the fust sentence.
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